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The wicked one, what does he say? “What is this service to
you?!” (Ex. 12, 26) He says “to you,” but not to him! By thus
excluding himself from the community he has denied that

is unworthy of an intelligent person. Dull the sharpness of his complaint by
demonstrating the valuelessness of his prejudices. Teach him that questions
about Judaism can be meaningfully answered only when they are asked with
the reverence of an “insider; and not with the Aippancy of an “outsider” to
the Tradition. Ve-af atah hak'hei et shinay, bring your atah, your own self and
personality into this dialogue. Teach by example. Establish friendly, warm, per-
sonal relations with him based upon a mutual personal respect and aftection.
Sooner or later he will realize that “illu hayah sham lo hayah nigal, that had he
been there he would not have been redeemed;’ that the survival of Jewry —a
desire he shares with all Jews throughout the ages — can never be attained
through such an attitude; that if all Jews took his attitude — the posture of an
“outsider;” rejecting the fundamental for the trivial, excluding himself from the
historic community of Tradition — our doom as a people and a communion
would be sealed. But above all — love him!

mob PR 3PN NP A wrong question often asked by young people is: “What
is the world going to give me?” The right question should be: “What does the
world expect of me?” The wrong question is: “What are my rights?” The right
question that should be asked is: “What are my duties?” The right question that
a right-thinking person always asks himself is: “What should It” The wrong

question, one that reflects ipon an immuature and underdeveloped character,
is: “Why can't [?” President John E Kennedy reminded us of the difference
between the two when he urged us to ask not what our country can do for us,
but what we can do for our country. This indeed is the difference between the
hakhamn and the rasha’ of the Haggadah. The Wise Son asks for information
as to his obligations and duties. The Wicked Son shrugs his shoulders and
asks: “Mah ha-avodah ha-zot lakhem? What do you need all this for?” [n fact,
the rasha’¥question is not 2 question at allt It is merely a chatlenge phrased
interrogatively. It is a smug harangue with a question mark appended as an
afterthought. It is an umpertinent perversion of punctuation.

The Hasidic B. Nahman of Braslav offers an explanation of the dialogue
with the Wicked Son quite ditferent from that of the Haggadah. tle has the
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CLASSIC QUESTIONS

* Why is the unusual term “Go out and learn”
uscd? And how dues this portion relate to the
previous passage of the Haggadah?

Raavan: The previous passage discussed  how
when “they riso up against us to destroy us. . God
saves us fram their hand” The Hapgadah now brings
further proof for this statement: “Co out aned fearn,”
thal we know this is the case from the fact that when
Lavan sought to eliminate Ya'akov and his family,
Giod saved them.

# Where do we see in the account of Ya'akov's
life that Lavan “sought to eliminate everyone™?

StsoLE HA-Lexen Upon reaching Ya'akov, who had
fled trom his hame, favan said “7 am sotficiently
strong o harm you” except that “the Cod of your
Lither spoke o me dast oight, saying heware’”

sherredchin 310200,

TORAS ME

ow 3PYY7 Nty moann 1% wpa e b Ry
AN — Go out and learn what Lavan the
Aramean soughl lo do to Ya akov our Patriarch,
Like every Torah text, the precise choice of phrase
here hints to powerful lessons in cur daily lives.,
A preblem that affects some people is an inability
to absorb new ideas hecause their current cutiook

is ton rigid. Having “lived life” and gone through a
vari of expene| it ly natucal tor a pe
tn make certain presumptions aboyt humar nature

und morality, abaut what is "normal” and aceeptable.
e e —ee 4____.—.-——'—'-_—‘_'-‘

? Why was Ya'akov “compelled by Divine
decree” to go down to Egypt?

SviBoLEl HA-Lekers Ya'akov would never have will-
ingly gone to Egypt since he knew that it wolrd
oventually result in the slavery of his descencdants.

Raskparz: However, it had alrcatdy been decreed o
the "Covenant of the Parts” that Avrabam's children
would live in exile in another land, as the verse
shates, “Your descendanes vl be Slrangers i faned
that s nest hedirs” (Revesbin (oo So Yy oo vas
e_'ffC(‘[iw:iy compelted o po.

Liktrrrn TA amam U MinHacim: From o literod reading of
the Torah it appears that Ya'akov went down to Faypt
willingly, and was not “compelled.” iFven here,
the verse states that “he wwent down,” not that he
weas “brought down”). Perhaps this is why Ramiham
umitted this passage from his text of the Haggadah.

MACHEM oo o mnoormmimnsinie s

Any new insight which challenges this firmly ostab-
fished outlook is intuitively rejected. The person finds
it difficult to retate to ideas that do not sit well with his
preconceived notions, which, as years pass by, are
gradually carved in stone.

S0 the Haggaedah teaches us: “Co out and learn.”

if you want to learn and be 1d be open to new ideas you tirst

need o ® go oul of_your Ifmltcd_wew_gou‘rt of e, Casy
[Way yOUT [ preconcepuor]_s. and you will f“nd that your

mind becomes greatly enriched,

{Based on Sefer ha Sichos 5704, - 9Y;
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The others respond:
Blessed be [our God], He of whose bounty we have eaten.

The leader repeats this response and alt continue.

One saying Birkat ha-Mazon alone does not recite the following:

Blessed is He and blessed is His Name.

(i the zimmun Is not said, all begin here.)

Blessed are You, Lord, our God, Kingof the universe, who. in
His goodness, feeds the whole world with grace, with kind-
ness and with mercy. He gives food to all flesh, for His kind-
ness is everlasting. Through His great goodness to us con-
tinuously we do not lack food, and may we never lack it, for
the sake of His great Name. For He is a [benevolent] God who

and discouraged any form of laziness, we moderns pride ourselves that we
have emancipated ourselves from this Puritan ethic. The realities of our society
and our economics are such that we worship at the shrine of the short-cut.
Honor and glory and riches await the man who can find the way to save one
step in any of our many industries, or devise one small procedure in how to
save work in transportation or communication. This is not to say that work as
such, certainly unnecessary work, hasany special inherent virtue. Some forms
of work, indeed, may be demeaning, But our problem is that we have confused
work with effort; we assume that just as we ought to seek to shorten the Joad
of work, 50 must we be exceedingly sparing with the expenditure of personal
mmo:...

As a result not only our economy but our very culture is affected by this

psychology of indolence. Hence there are all too many of us who despair of
laboring through a reading of the classics, so we seek out “classic digests” that
give us the skeletal plot alone — enough to make for educated conversation,
without allowing us to become truly educated. Even religion has suffered inva-
sion by the idolatey of the short-cut, Ordinarily the highest state of religious
experience is that of ecstasy, a state that is attained only through Jong and
arduous spiritual training and mystical meditation and profound contempla-
tion. But there arc those who attempt to achieve the height of ecstasy through
a short-cut, by taking drugs. This is where we go wrong: our desire for easy
triumphs and our penchant for quick victories.
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3 Jewish law declares that after we partake in food we are to reuiie a hless:
ing, 2 berakhah aharonah. Different foods require different conch
ings. There are seven famous species of food for which the Land of Taracl has
been praised. These include such fruits as olives and pomegranates. dates and
figs, and 5o on. These seven foods require the concluding hlessing krown asa
berakhah aharonah, and is an abbreviated blessing which includes wishin nseft
a concentration of three longer blessings. It is only bread, however which takes
the full form of the three regular concluding blessings which we know us the
saying of Birkat ha-Mazon (which, in the Halakhah, is also knowas 2 fornua!
shirah). What is the difference between the seven species and bread’

My revered teacher, the late Rabbi Joseph B. Scloveitchik. exphansvith
theseven t types of fruit. the human being merely harvests
most of the work, as it were. The fruit gtows by the laws of netre
say, by the will of God. The person is passive during this time: b verely fus
to gather it in. Bread, however, is much different. Here the » fr
itself, but it is up to the human being to do most of the work,
grinding, sifting and kneading, and the whole procedure of bakin
reason that only bread takes the longer concluding blessing, the t i o randed.
compléte fort of shirah, ,.

" 'The importance of this principle can hardly be overrated.
not always sympathetic to this daclrine. Whereas America
developed on the basis of an outlook which cherished work t
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